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A relative clause is a part of a sentence that provides 
more information about the subject. A defining relative 
clause identifies the subject we are talking about. 

New language  Defining relative clauses 

Vocabulary  Personal characteristics

New skill  Describing people and jobs

Being specific

KEY LANGUAGE DEFINING RELATIVE CLAUSES
Defining relative clauses are used to describe exactly which 
person or thing we are referring to. Without this information, 
the meaning of the sentence changes. 

MAIN CLAUSE

MAIN CLAUSE

MAIN CLAUSE MAIN CLAUSE CONTINUED

DEFINING RELATIVE CLAUSE

DEFINING RELATIVE CLAUSE

DEFINING RELATIVE CLAUSE

Here the defining clause gives essential 
information about a person.

Here the defining clause gives essential 
information about a thing.

The defining clause can also go  
in the middle of the main clause.

Relative pronoun for people.

Relative pronoun for things.

Relative pronoun for things.
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HOW TO FORM DEFINING RELATIVE CLAUSES
Defining relative clauses begin with a relative pronoun.  
English uses different relative pronouns to talk about  
people and things.

REWRITE THE SENTENCES USING DEFINING RELATIVE CLAUSES

Use “who” as the relative 
pronoun for a person. 

Use “that” as the relative 
pronoun for a thing. 

TIP
“That” is sometimes  

used as a relative pronoun  
for a person. While  

this is commonly used,  
it is not correct.

MAIN CLAUSE

MAIN CLAUSE

RELATIVE PRONOUN

RELATIVE PRONOUN

REST OF RELATIVE CLAUSE

REST OF RELATIVE CLAUSE
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READ THE JOB DESCRIPTIONS AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

READ THE JOB DESCRIPTIONS AGAIN AND MATCH THE DEFINITIONS  
TO THE WORDS AND PHRASES
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USE A DEFINING RELATIVE CLAUSE TO COMBINE THE SENTENCES,  
THEN SAY THEM OUT LOUD

CHECKLIST

 Defining relative clauses   Personal characteristics   Describing people and jobs  

LISTEN TO THE AUDIO, THEN NUMBER THE SENTENCES  
IN THE ORDER YOU HEAR THEM

George is lonely. He’s having coffee with  
his friend Tina, who has a solution.
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